
Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland 

Position on the Proposed

Gateway Pacific Terminal Expansion Project
There has been much talk and a number of forums in Skagit County regarding the proposed expansion of the Gateway Pacific Terminal at Cherry Point in Whatcom County.  Permits for the Gateway Pacific Terminal were originally approved and issued in 1997 for a 180 acre facility to handle approximately 8.7 million tons of dry bulk commodities annually that include petroleum coke, iron ore, potash, woodchips and wheat.

A new substantial shoreline permit has been applied for to expand the existing facility from 180 acres to 350 acres in order to increase the terminal’s capacity from 8.7 million tons annually to 54 million tons annually and to include coal as one of the commodities shipped from the facility.  SSA Marine, the permit applicant, has indicated coal will be one of the primary commodities shipped through the facility in the near-term, due to the recent increase in Asian demand for U.S. coal.

Because of current market demand for coal in Asia, some have chosen to refer to this project as a coal port project.  Because coal is one of multiple commodities proposed to be shipped through the expanded facility and to remain objective, Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland (SPF) will continue to refer to and evaluate the proposed project as the Gateway Pacific Terminal project.

SPF is not taking a position on the proposed expansion project at this time.  With SPF’s mission to ensure the continued viability of Skagit County agriculture and its required infrastructure, we are committed to learning about the facts related to the project in order to better understand and evaluate the potential conflicts and benefits the project may have on the long-term viability of Skagit Valley agriculture.
It is not disputed that if constructed and operated at the proposed capacity of 54 million tons annually, regardless of what commodities are actually being shipped, the project will increase rail traffic along the Pacific Northwest rail corridor.  Additionally, it appears that dry bulk commodity ports in Canada (at Tsawwassen & Prince Rupert) are also applying for permits to expand their existing capacities, and Tesoro Inc. announced they are seeking permits to expand their Anacortes refinery rail terminal to process 100 car trains every two days. 
With this knowledge SPF will be urging those involved with developing the scope of the Environmental Impact Statement to extend the scope of the study as far south as Everett, WA to help SPF and local communities better understand what an increase in train frequency and length as well as in increase in the amount and frequency of hazardous materials transported through the corridor (associated will all rail traffic) means to the long-term viability of Skagit County agriculture. 
Additionally, with the likelihood of a significant increase in the amount of freight traffic as a result of all the proposed expansion projects, SPF is seeking to better understand what additional capital improvements to the rail system are required to accommodate the projected increase in rail traffic and what, if any, farmland conversions may occur as a result of any proposed capital improvements to this important rail corridor.

